
New style OS MasterMap layer
If you have used the most detailed maps recently, the 
OS MasterMap® Layer, you might have noticed that the styling 
has changed. The previous colours have been replaced with more 
subtle and contemporary tones. The styling has been inspired by 
the simpler palate used in the OS VectorMap Local® product, which 
makes up the street level view mapping. Bold greens and yellows 
have been replaced with white and pastel greens. Man-made surfaces 
(roads, pavements, surfaces, railways etc.) have been brought 
together and a wide range of greys applied. Pavements are a more 
realistic light grey instead of khaki green used in the old styling. 
Unclassified areas (generally areas under construction) are shown 
with a light hatching now making them easier to identify, but without 
dominating other features. The biggest change and improvement 
is in the vegetation styling. Diff erent shades of greens with clearer 
vegetation symbols have been used to help identification of diff erent 
vegetation types. The new styling also makes it easier to see any 
annotations added to the map.

A great deal of time and eff ort has been taken to carefully craft  
this new styling and we hope you find it a significant improvement 
over the old styling. We would love to hear your thoughts and any 
suggestions for improvements. Please contact the EDINA Digimap for 
Schools helpdesk with comments at edina@ed.ac.uk.

Adding multiple points from a file  
If you have a list of points in a file – defined by 
postcodes or coordinates – they can be added 
automatically to the map. This is an excellent addition 
for pupils wishing to annotate maps with data they 
have collected during field work.

Grid reference marker  
Complimentary and an enhancement to the grid 
reference tool this tool allows you to click on the 
map and leave a label of the grid reference as before. 
Using this tool, however, allows more than one grid 
reference marker to be viewed at any one time and 
all can be saved or printed with your map.

Stickman marker
Have some fun or find a use to placing little stickmen 
on your map. Stickman behaves like any other marker 
so you can edit the colour to add diff erent coloured 
markers to represent various types of information.
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Resizing of uploaded photographs
Previously if you resized photos they became 
a bit pixelated. This has now been addressed 
and if you use the ‘Scale Feature’ tool to resize 
your photos the quality is much better than 
previously. This is a really useful feature if you 
add pictures of graphs to your map, because 
you want them to be clear.

North arrow on printed maps
You may have spotted that we have added a North arrow to 
the printable maps. It can be found with the other marginalia 
on both PDF and JPG maps created from the print options.

Discover our community
With the popularity and take–up of Digimap for Schools 
the number of pins on the ‘Discover my Community’ map 
http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/whoIsUsing was 
looking rather cluttered, particularly at the national level. To 
remedy this, clustering of schools has been adopted whereby 
concentrations of schools using Digimap for Schools in certain 
areas are represented by a circle showing the number of 
schools. As the map zooms in, the concentration of schools is 
recalculated according to the new geographic extent and the 
cluster redefined. As the scale becomes increasingly larger 
with subsequent zooms, the clusters eventually disambiguate 
to reveal individual points representing individual schools.
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Digimap for Schools training sessions

With the new school year now here, this is the ideal time for your 
staff to undergo some training in Digimap for Schools. If you are 
a subscribing school, have access to PCs/laptops and can get 15 
teachers, then please let us know and we can arrange a training 
session for you.
For school in England and Wales contact darren.bailey@os.uk or for 
Scotland contact EDINA at edina@ed.ac.uk.

Top tip – creating your own map legend

There is no button to automatically create a map key;  
instead you can create one following these steps:

Firstly, to create the main key box you are going change the 
fill colour to white and the transparency level to 0%.

Now you are going to draw a white box on 
your map. Use the ‘Draw a fixed shaped 
area’ tool. It is currently defaulted to a 
circle, so click on the drop down box and 
select square.

Now click and hold at the required location 
and draw the square as big as you like, 
making sure to orient the box to the correct 
alignment at this stage and when happy 
release the click and the square will be 
drawn. If you want to move it, use the ‘move 
feature’ tool. 

If you want to re-size the square, you can 
use the ‘scale feature’ tool (click on your 
box and resize it by dragging the black dot, 
bottom right).

When you are happy with the placement and size, you can 
now add the elements of the key. To place a colour box, use 
the ‘Draw a fixed shaped area’ tool again, remembering to 
choose the appropriate colour fill. When you’ve added the 
box, you can now add a label, first using the ‘text option’ tool 
to set the same colour font and choose the text size, and then 
the ‘Place Label’ tool to add and position the text.

Repeat the above step until you are happy with your key.
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