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New – 1950s mapping of Great Britain
Digimap for Schools now has a second historic map layer 
added giving teachers and pupils direct access to Ordnance 
Survey mapping from three centuries. Covering the whole of 
Great Britain, the new historic map layer features OS mapping 
from the 1950s and comes with a unique tool that allows users 
to compare this mapping with mapping from the 1890s and the 
present day.

The historic maps in this layer have been scanned and  
geo-referenced by the National Library of Scotland (NLS).  
The 1 inch maps were published between 1952 and 1961 by 
Ordnance Survey and were originally known as the ‘Seventh 
Series’. This was the last series to be known as ‘1 inch’ before its 
replacement in the 1970s by 1: 50 000 scale mapping.

Other changes and enhancements
Text box tool 
The text box tool can be found in the 
Annotations toolbar in a submenu of the 
Label tool. Click to activate the tool and click 
on your map to add the text box. Then simply 
click in the box to start typing. Resize the box 
to display as much text as you like. 
 
Free hand line 
The free hand line tool can be found in the 
Annotations toolbar in a submenu of the 
Draw a line tool. Click to activate the tool and 
click and hold on the map between the start 
and finish point.

Free form shape 
The free form shape tool can be found  
in the Annotations toolbar in a submenu of 
the Draw an area tool. Click to activate the 
tool and click and hold on the map between 
the start and last point to create the feature.

Webinar schedule
Our webinars are now focusing on particular tasks that  
we know our users may not be fully aware how to do – add 
points from a file, view historic maps, use annotations etc.  
To assist you plan ahead, we have a dedicated page on our  
blog http://digimapforschools.blogs.edina.ac.uk/webinars 
displaying the webinar schedule with the booking form 
available 2 weeks before.  You can attend as many webinars 
and as many times as you like.  They last less than 30 minutes 
and since you attend from the convenience of your own PC 
they really are an excellent option for a quick taster or refresh 
session.  And if you miss a webinar, or even want to watch and 
listen all over again, that’s ok, we post a recording of every 
webinar on our dedicated Webinar playlist on our YouTube 
channel https://www.youtube.com/user/digimapforschools

Basingstoke 1950s

Historic fade bar

Basingstoke today

The idea of the fade bar is to allow you to be able to compare 
any combination of mapping, so 1890s with 1950s, 1890s and 
current day and 1950s and current day.  Two decades are 
always active, identified in blue.  When the fade bar is dragged 
back and forth the maps are fading between those two active 
decades.  When you’re ready to compare a different set of 
decades, single click the blue decade you wish to deactivate 
thereby automatically activating the other decade and start 
dragging back and forth once more!
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Helpful advice on the 
Geographical Association 
web page
Looking for ideas on how to use Digimap for Schools, 
check out the Geographical Association’s fabulous ‘Working 
with Digimap – school examples’ at:  http://geography.
org.uk/resources/ordnancesurveymappingresource/
workingwithdigimap

Interview with Chris Fleet, 
Senior Map Curator at the 
National Library of Scotland
If you’ve enjoyed looking at the beautiful new 1950s 
maps within Digimap for Schools, you really should watch 
our interview with Chris Fleet, Senior Map Curator at National 
Library of Scotland, talking about both sets of historical 
mapping NLS have donated to Digimap for Schools. Chris is 
full of interesting facts about the mapping products, how they 
were scanned and points we must remember when looking 
at scanned paper maps. This interview is split over two short 
videos which are a superb resource for you to watch with your 
pupils.  Find both videos on our YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/digimapforschools

Digimap for Schools 
training sessions
Are you using Digimap for Schools but feel you aren’t making 
full use of its capabilities? This school year we are running a 
number of free training events for teachers (see the blog for 
dates and venues) and are always looking for schools to host 
events for local teachers. So if you think yourself or your staff  
would benefit from some hands-on training, to make the 
most of Digimap for Schools then contact us to arrange 
or attend a session.  

For school in England and Wales contact darren.bailey@os.uk 
or for Scotland contact EDINA at edina@ed.ac.uk

Below is some fantastic feedback that has been received 
by teachers who have come along;

“It was a great introduction to using Digimap for Schools. 
Darren showed examples of how the service can be used in 
conjunction with the curriculum, from Year 1 to Year 6. All the 
staff  were impressed with his knowledge and felt their skills 
were enhanced from the training.”

Sarah Cattermole
St Paul’s Primary School, Dorking

“The Digimap for Schools training was very informative and 
easy to follow. Our staff  have been so enthused that our next 
topic for learning is Community so we can bring our local area 
to life using this program! 

Many thanks to Darren who was invaluable at enlivening our 
staff  to bring geography to life in our school.”

Stacey Dickinson
Woodside Primary School, Oswestry

For queries about your subscription, invoicing and payment terms please contact JISC Collections on: 
help.digitalresources@jisc.ac.uk For queries about how to use Digimap for Schools, licence terms, terms of use 
or eligibility or if you are encountering diff iculties with the service please contact EDINA on: edina@ed.ac.uk or 0131 650 3302.
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