
 
 

User guide 

This is one of a series of teaching resources for use with Digimap for Schools.   

For more details about this service, visit digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk 
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Introduction  

About Digimap for Schools   

Digimap for Schools is an online mapping service for use by teachers and pupils providing easy 

access to a range of current Ordnance Survey maps, including the most detailed mapping available 

for Great Britain, OS MasterMap®, as well as digital versions of Ordnance Surveyôs famous paper 

maps, the OS Landranger Map and OS Explorer Map series.   

Also included are street-level maps, showing street names and road-atlas style maps. Maps can be 

printed as PDF files at A3 or A4 size with an individualôs own map title and name included with the 

scale bar and school name and address.  

Search tools include postcode, place name or National Grid reference, and maps can be moved to 

centre on any chosen location within Great Britain. Map keys are available for each scale map to 

explain the symbols used within the map.  

Maps can be annotated with symbols, lines, areas, text and can be saved to be reused during another 

session.  

Digimap for Schools is a subscription service. Schools purchase a subscription for 12 monthsô access 

to the service. Details on subscriptions can be found at 

http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/subscribe.html.  

Terms of use of the service can be found at http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/termsofuse.pdf.  

For further information, or to give feedback on our resources, contact the EDINA Help Desk on 0131 

650 3302 (Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm) or email edina@ed.ac.uk.  

This user guide has been created to help new users with the service. If you are using the service via 

an iPad®, some of the functionality may work differently than if you are using a computer.  
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1 Logging on  
The first step is to open the Digimap for Schools homepage in your browser. The web address is 

http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk. Here you will be presented with the Digimap for Schools 

homepage; click login > on the left hand panel:  

 

   

 

Enter your schoolôs Username and Password and then press Login.  

 

 

  

http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
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2 The interface explained   
The first page after logging in looks like this:  

  

The main map area shows an outline of the UK, and you can zoom through the scales of the mapping 

by double-clicking on a point on the map or by searching using the search tool (on an iPad or tablet, 

you can pinch and zoom). There are several boxes and tools; here is an explanation of what they do:  

 

 

The print box 

offers the 

options for file 

type, size, 

orientation, 

grid lines and 

any labelling 

you wish to 

add (see 

section 12). 

 

 

Scale bar (see 

section 5). 

     

 

This is the 

search box 

for locating 

places (see 

section 4). 

 

  

This opens the relevant map key 

for the scale of mapping shown. 

It opens in a new window, as a 

pdf and can be saved.  When 

using the aerial imagery this will 

open a map showing when the 

image was captured 
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This opens the annotation 

toolbar (see section 6). 

 

 

Open a saved map 

ï (see section 11). 

     

 

Measurement tool ï (see 

section 9). 

 

 

Map Manager ï (see 

section 11). 
     

 

Information tool (see section 

10). 

 

 

Make the map 

bigger ï this makes 

your map fill the 

screen. This will 

hide the search and 

print box; to restore 

them, click on this 

button again to 

minimise the map 

screen. 
     

 

Start again ï this will reset the 

map screen. 

 

 

Grid reference 

overlay tool ï (see 

section 10). 
     

 

Zoom to an area ï (see 

section 4). 

 
 

Navigation arrows 

(see section 5). 
     

 

Overview map ï this shows 

an overview of where the 

current map is. 

 

 

This will take you to 

the help pages on 

the website. 
     

 

Save current map ï (see 

section 11). 

 

 

Geograph Images ï 

(see section 14). 
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3 Maps in the service  
Within the Digimap for Schools service, you can access eight different current Ordnance Survey 

digital maps at 12 different zoomed views. For each of the digital maps there is a map key. Below is a 

graphic of each dataset:  

 

Print scale 1:8 000 000  

 

Print scale 1:1 600 000 

 

Print scale 1:800 000 

 

Print scale 1:400 000 

 

Print scale 1:200 000

 

Print scale 1:100 000

 

Print scale 1:50 000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print scale 1:25 000 Print scale 1:10 000 

 

Print scale 1:5000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print scale 1:2500 

 

Print scale 1:1250 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: when viewing a map on screen, there will be a scale bar visible on the screen 

but no label to tell you the scale. The on-screen map is a depiction of the map scale; and is not 

exact when viewing on the screen. Screen resolution and map scales cannot be 100% accurate, as 

there is a different resolution when maps appear on screen. To print a map accurately to scale, see 

section 12.  
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Additional Mapping 

As well as current mapping there are two historical layers and aerial imagery covering Great Britain. 

The data sets can be accessed by using the three dots, under the slider in the top right hand corner of 

the map.   

 

Clicking on the dots will open the toggle options; 

 

You can select which two mapping sets you would like to use, by clicking on the radio buttons.  The 

mapping on the right will be immediately viewable and the one on the left is the mapping that can be 

faded in.   

Once you have selected your mapping, to view the second layer move the blue slider from right to left.  

The slider can be moved to gradually to fade the second layer by moving the slider gradually from 

right to left 

If you the toggle is greyed out, the mapping is either zoomed in too far or not far enough.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






































































